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How many? Write the number. 
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Circle the number for four. 
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How many? 
Circle the number werd. 


Write the number. 
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Draw a line around the number word. 
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Draw a line around the number. word. 
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~ Read and draw the number story. 
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~ Look. Think. 
Circle the number or number word. 
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Suggestions to Parents and Teachers 


FIRST STEPS 
IN UNDERSTANDING ARITHMETIC 


FIRST STEPS IN UNDERSTANDING ARITHMETIC is 
the first book in the WHITMAN ARITHMETIC series. 
This series has been carefully planned to include 
the material usually dealt with in public school 
arithmetic programs through the third grade. The 
child who masters the work of this first book should 
be able to handle the contents of the second yol- 
ume, NEXT STEPS IN ARITHMETIC, easily. 

FIRST STEPS IN UNDERSTANDING ARITHMETIC 
will help a child to understand the basic meanings 
of the numbers 1 to 9, the raw materials of our 
number system. The volume then introduces begin- 
ning addition and subtraction in a way which leads 
the child to discover for himself the nature of these 
arithmetic processes, how and when they are used, 
and how they are related to one another. 

This book is designed for children ranging in age 
from five to eight. The bright child of five and the 
average six year old should be able to use the 
volume with little cutside help. For them, the work- 
book materials will provide either a planned intro- 
duction or a thorough review of number ideas. On 
the other hand, many seven and eight year old 
children experience difficulty with and fall behind 
in arithmetic at the second and third grade levels. 
For these children, FIRST STEPS IN UNDERSTAND- 
ING ARITHMETIC will provide an extremely helpful 
means for achieving success in dealing with num- 
bers. 

This ARITHMETIC series is designed to be as self- 
contained as possible. Directions to children on the 
workbook pages have been kept simple; most chil- 
dren will experience little difficulty in knowing 
exactly what to do. Each volume allows the child 


to check his own work as he moves along at his S 


own rate, since answers to problems and exercises 
are supplied on pages close to the work itself. 
Because of these features, parents and teachers 
are urged to avoid helping the child unless abso- 
lutely necessary. As the child achieves independent 
mastery of number ideas, adults can be helpful by 
providing opportunities for him to use his acquired 
knowledge in daily activities. 








